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First Triumvirate fact sheet: 
 

 Formed in 60 BCE & made up of Pompey, Caesar and Crassus.   
 

 A political coalition & a secret arrangement between three men who were never officially recognized as leaders.  
 

 Loyalty between members was linked by political marriages (Pompey married Caesar’s daughter Julia).   
 

 Was to operate for five years and all three men would gain from it.  
 

 It was opposed by the Senate under the leadership of a Senator named Cato  
 

 Was not a harmonious coalition; but still resulted in a renewal of the agreement  in 56 BCE.  
 

 With the death of Julia in 54 BCE and Crassus in 53 BCE, the agreement began to falter.  
 

 It ended in 53 BCE, resulting in civil war between Pompey and Caesar. 
 

Introducing the First Triumvirate: (drum roll please)) 
 

Pompey  aka: Gnaeus Pompeius 
 

In 60 BCE Pompey was fighting with the senate. He was 46 years old, had a Patrician background and was 
extremely  ambitious with a very good reputation as both a general and politician.  In 62 BCE, as general, he 
had returned from fighting King Mithridates in the East.  Not only had he returned as a very wealthy man but he 
had eight legions which were devoted to him.  At the time, he was the most powerful man in Rome.  Due to his 
immense popularity with the Roman people, he was regarded with suspicion by the Optimates.  The Senate 
subsequently refused to grant land to his veteran soldiers and they would not give Pompey any more 
commands. 
 

Cato, a conservative member of the nobility and the leader of the Optimates in the Senate, encouraged this 
situation for the next two years.  At this time, the Senate, decided to support an up and coming young Patrician 

general named; Caesar, so that Pompey would not have power to himself.  Pompey was not the only general who had 
grievances against the Senate.  Caesar, as well as one of the Optimates; Crassus, also had complaints against the 
Senate.  It was politically logical for Pompey to want an alliance with Caesar and Crassus, as they all had grievances 
against the Senate.  
 
Caesar   aka Gaius Julius Caesar 
 

Like Pompey, Caesar was arguing with the Senate in 60 BCE.  He was 40 years old and was 
Patrician by birth.  As governor of Further Spain in 61 BCE, he had won several military victories 
and accumulated enough money to get erase the massive debts he had incurred in his political 
career.  Before arriving back in Rome in 60 BCE, he asked the Senate to host a celebration to 
celebrate his successes.  Caesar also desperately wanted the Consulship of 59 BCE; but to be 
elected, he had to be a civilian at the time of the election.  This meant that he could not enter Rome 
with an army that he would have to do if he were to celebrate his military victories.  He did not have 
time to do both and he therefore asked the Senate to let him stand for the Consulship in absentia.  
The Senate refused to agree to this and he was forced to give up the idea of acknowledging his 
victories in Spain.	 
 

Caesar, like Pompey, was very popular with the Roman people.  In 63 BCE he had been elected Aspontifex Maximus a 
title that gave him great prestige in Rome. 
 



Crassus aka Marcus Licinius Crassus  
 

Crassus was also at odds with the Senate in 60 BCE.  He was 55 years old and an extremely 
wealthy banker from an old Roman Patrician family.  He had become rich during his political career.  
His wealth came from a number of sources.  He had been able to buy many properties during the 
proscriptions in the time of Sulla, he owned many silver mines, lent money to aspiring politicians, and 
was involved in many business ventures including tax collection.  He was therefore very popular with 
the business community in Rome. 
 

He had always seen Pompey as a rival and was afraid of his popularity amongst the Roman people.  
In 65 BCE he had become Censor.  Crassus apparently assisted Caesar financially in his bid to 
become Aedile.  As Censor Crassus wanted to grant citizenship to the people of the Transpadanes 
who lived in the area between the Po River and the Alps.  Crassus would have wanted this so that he 
could add the people of the Traspadanes to his tax collection basis and thus gain their support.  

Pompey also had interests in this area and Crassus saw this as a way of getting at Pompey’s income.   The Senate 
opposed this proposal. 
 

Crassus also wanted to annex Egypt since it was the main supplier of grain to Rome at this time.  This would mean an 
increase in trade and an increase in his wealth.  The Senate opposed his proposal.  Crassus also wanted compensation to 
be paid to the businessmen who had lost investments in tax collection in the East during the Mithridatic War fought by 
Pompey.  Crassus was important to Pompey and Caesar because in the Senate Crassus was the more influential of the 
two, but Pompey had great power with the people 
 
Breakdown of the alliance 
 

Each of the three Triumvirs wanted something and that is why they had formed in the first place.  In actual fact they were: 
 

 All jealous of each other.   
 

 They joined forces because each realized that individually, they could not achieve their aims because of the Senate 
 

 Entered into a secret triple pact, to oppose all Senate legislation to which any of them might disapprove. 
 

 Focused on the goal of electing Caesar to the Consulship for 59 BCE so he could ensure their proposals were passed 
with the support of Pompey’s veterans, Crassus’s supporters and the Roman people. 

 

After 59 BCE their relationship began to deteriorate.  While Caesar was in Gaul, the rivalry between Pompey and Crassus 
erupted and clashes between their supporters became more and more frequent.  In 56 BCE they attempted to repair the 
division at a meeting at Luca.  They agreed to maintain their co-operation.  Caesar was to remain in Gaul for a further five 
years and Pompey and Crassus were to become joint Consuls for 55 BCE. This meant that they would be able to 
determine where they would govern in 54 BCE.  Crassus chose Syria and Pompey chose the two Spanish Provinces. 
 

54 BCE, Pompey’s wife & Caesar’s daughter, Julia died.  Crassus died in Parthia in 53 BCE.  These two deaths brought 
about the end of the First Triumvirate that was still on shaky ground.  Pompey and Caesar remained jealous of each other.  
 
Conclusion 
 

The Senate was afraid of Caesar and made it difficult for him to remain in Gaul.  They also denied him the right to stand for 
the Consulship of 48 BCE.  In his own words, Caesar had no other choice, but to march on Rome even though it was an 
act of Civil War.  
 

Pompey was asked by the Senate to lead the Senatorial army against Caesar.  In 49 BCE Pompey and Caesar were at 
war with each other.  Caesar was to be the eventual victor and became the undisputed leader of Rome with his 
acceptance of the Dictatorship in 44BCE.   
 

He initiated a series of reforms aimed at improving conditions in Rome and the provinces.  Unfortunately, in the process, 
he incurred the wrath of many of the Senators because he showed little respect for the Republican government.  His 
acceptance of honours such as the renaming of his birth month after him - from Quintilis to Iulius - showed the Senate that 
he considered himself far above everyone else.  We all know what happened on March 15th, 44 BCE as a result. 
 

The First Triumvirate had shown that three powerful men could band together to gain complete power in Rome.  Its 
formation set a precedent for the Second Triumvirate – although a formal agreement, it would eventually lead to Rome 
becoming an Empire. 


